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LINCOLN LAD REMEMBERED
FORMER members of 
54 Engineer Support & 
Ambulance Squadron, 
Royal Corps of Trans-
port, have once again 
paid their respects for a 
fallen Lincoln lad, Driver 
Norman William McKen-
zie.

A memorial service was 
held at St Botolph’s Church 
in Lincoln on September 21. 
After the service, a wreath was 
laid on the grave of Dvr Mc-
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Kenzie, who was killed while 
on patrol in Ulster in April 
1974 while serving with 54 
Engineer Support & Ambu-
lance Squadron, RCT, based 
in Minden, Germany.

One of “Mac” McKenzie’s  
mates from those Army days is 
Willie Mitchell from Perth, Scot-
land, who has never forgotten his 
old Army pal.

Willie organised a wreath last 
year and made the same pilgrim-
age again this year, travelling 
down from Perth to Lincoln, to 
visit Dvr McKenzie’s grave.

Formerly 54 Com-
pany Royal Army 
Service Corps, the unit 
was based in Minden 
until 1982, when they 
relocated to nearby 
Lübbecke.

The squadron was 
disbanded in the early 
1990s, not long after 
the unit had returned 
from the first Gulf 
War.

54 Engineer Sup-
port & Ambulance 
Squadron, RCT, has 
held its annual reun-
ions in Lincoln for 
the past 12 years. 

It all started, 
when Andy Kellett 
(ex-54 Sqn member) 
who lived in Lin-
coln suggested that 
it would be a good 
location to hold a 
reunion.

REUNION
Last year’s reunion saw 90 

people gathered together with 
some travelling from as far away 
as Devon, Ireland, Spain, Germa-
ny and France to be there. 

Four of last year’s attendees 
had not seen one another since 
1968, until they met again in Lin-
coln for their reunion. The 2012 
reunion group was around 80 at-
tendees.  

2011 was the � rst time a me-
morial service had been intro-

duced to the reunion weekend and 
was inspired by Willie Mitchell 
posting a photograph on the 54 
Sqn Facebook group of Dvr Mc-
Kenzie’s funeral in 1974, and by 
the recent deaths of a number of 
ex-54 Sqn members.

SERVICE
Jane Larcombe contacted Revd 

Jeremy Cullimore, who assisted 
in organising the services.

At this year’s service there 
were readings by Dean Williams 
and Jane Larcombe, and Willie 

Mitchell and Dean Merriman laid 
wreaths at the altar. 

The Lincoln reunion week-
end is also an opportunity for the 
group to raise money for Help for 
Heroes. In 2011, £725 was raised 
for this charity and, with Gift Aid 
on top, amounted to a good dona-
tion to Help for Heroes.

54 Sqn’s 2013 Lincoln Reun-
ion is already being planned. De-
tails about the unit can be found 
on their website: www.54sqnrct.
co.uk
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54 Sqn members paid tribute to their former colleague, Dvr 
McKenzie, at a memoral service held in Lincoln
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Dvr “Mac” McKenzie 
pictured during his 
Army days
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